a half hour before attempting to relight a burner. Should
the odor continue to be present after a reasonable length
of time, there may be a leak. The supply of gas into the
house can be shut off at the meter, and your gas com-
pany will usually send a man to check for the trouble-
The open flame of a match or candle is apt to cause an
explosion if gas is present; so hunt for leaks or broken
connections with a flashlight.

Fumes from gas or coal stoves are dangerous unless
they are carried away by a chimney or a flue. When
people must work where there are fumes or other harm-
ful gases, fans or hoods and other protective devices are
used.

To rescue a person overcome by gas, you must act
quickly. A wet handkerchief over your face will not keep
out gas. Take a deep breath before you enter a gas-
filled room, try not to breathe in any gas, and get out as
soon as you possibly can. Some light gases rise. Then
the air near the floor is better. This is often true when
there is a fire. Since other gases are heavy, you cannot
rely on crawling to be safe.

The person overcome by gas needs fresh air. In win-
ter it is better for him to be in a room with warmed air
than outdoors. Begin artificial respiration at once and
keep him warm. To help rid the blood of carbon monox-
ide, mixtures of oxygen and another gas are sometimes
given by trained men who bring special equipment for
this purpose. Firemen have this equipment in their
trucks. Do not wait for them, but begin artificial respira-
tion at once and continue it until they arrive or until
the person begins to breath naturally. Use the same
methods as for restoring breathing after a person has
been under the water too long. These methods are fre-
quently all that is needed.
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